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Why Enter Club Competitions?

Taking part will improve your photography.
Your images can help the club compete in inter-club

competitions.
— Your best images can also become part of club exhibitions.

The feedback is useful.

— Feedback from the judges. Feedback from everyone else.

The images and subjects give you inspiration.
— Come along to the “recorded lecture” sessions as well.

If you get a lot of criticism, don’t lose heart.
— It happens to all of us.
— Even the negative feedback will help you improve.
— Judges have different opinions.
— Listen to all feedback. The tea break discussion is also useful.
— Enter lots of competitions so lots of judges see your work.



Competition Categories

Digital Projected Images

Digital images are recorded by
your camera, processed and
saved as JPEG files.

The files are sent to the
competition secretary before the
closing date.

The competition secretary sends
those files to a judge.

On competition night, the images
are shown with the club projector
and marks are awarded by the
judge.

Up to 3 images may be entered,
and the marks are added
together.

Print Competitions

Images recorded by your camera
are saved, processed and then
printed.

The prints are mounted onto
backing board and given to the
competition secretary at a club
meeting (+ 3 JPEGS).

The prints are packaged in a
folder and sent to a judge.

On competition night, the prints
are shown and marks are
awarded by the judge.

Up to 3 prints may be entered,
and the marks are added
together.



Competition Dates

The closing date for each club competition is normally 2-3 weeks before
the competition. Check the club syllabus for the latest closing dates.
Competition information is usually printed in red. For example:

Digital Projected Image Competition Submission: 3 JPGs — any subject.

For a Digital Projected Image (DPI) competition you need to submit 3 JPEG
files, either by emailing them to the competition secretary (email address
shown on the syllabus) or by bringing them to a club night on a disk.

For a print competition, you need to submit 3 JPEG images (as above) and
also bring 3 mounted prints to a club night before the closing date.

Note that the closing dates is the very latest date on which you can submit
entries. Please submit your work as soon as possible so it can be selected
for the inter-club competitions.

After a competition has finished, please do not take away your prints. Your
best prints can help the club compete in inter-club competitions. Your
prints can also be used for display with the club’s the library exhibition.
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Inter-club competitions

Our best images represent the club in inter-club competitions.

— These can be digital images, prints, or a mixture of both (depending on
the competition).

— There is a maximum number of images per member.

We have been very successful in recent years.
— But don’t be complacent. We need your images for this
year ’s competltlons
The only timing rule in the inter-club competitions z"
that once we have entered an image, it cannot be entered
again to the same inter-club competition in a future year.
— Images do not need to have been entered for a club competition.

— Images do not need to have been taken during the previous year (as
long as we haven’t already used them).

— So please send us your best images and prints early in the year so they
will be ready for the first inter-club competitions.




Competition Rules (part 1)

e All images must be entirely the member’s own
original work.

— Images which are someone else’s work will be disqualified.

— Be careful when photographing someone else’s artwork or using
images to make a composite.

— Images relying on someone else’s artwor

k may lose marks.
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Competition Rules (part 2)

* No image may be used that is too similar to one used
in an earlier competition by the same author.

— Entering the same image more than once is not allowed.
— Keep track of your competition entries.
— Be careful of images taken from the same photo shoot.

— Applies to images entered for the same kind of competition:
inter-club competitions are separate. You can’t enter this image
(taken a few seconds later) in a
future year because there is
nothing new in it.

If you enter this .
image one year. [




DIGITAL PROJECTED IMAGE (DPI)
COMPETITIONS



DPI vs Print Requirements

Digital Projected Images Print Competitions

* Upto3JPEG images

 Must be sized with longest side
no larger than 1600 pixels and
smallest side no larger than 1200
pixels (e.g. 1600 x 1200,
1200 x 1600, 1200 x 1200).

* RGB colour mode.
* Must be saved in JPEG format.
* File name identifies title and
member number.
— For example:
56 My Image Title.jpg

e Submitted on a memory stick, CD
or emailed to the competition
secretary.



How to resize and save your images for a DPI
competition



First adjust and crop the image.
(Save this image for printing.)




Make sure it has the right
‘\colour‘settmgs and bit depth.

Shift+Cirl+Z
Alt+Ctrl+Z

Step Forward

Step Backward

EC Edit / Color Settings...

Paste Crl+V

Paste Special
Clear

Check Spelling...

Find and Replace Text...

Slleknd ¢ me T8 B

Noirmal +] Opacity: [100%] - |

Fill...
Stroke..,

e If you are a beginner, don’t

" worry about colour settings. The
x ' default settings in Photoshop
Octine st Prest. ~ are for DPIl anyway.

Define Pattern...

Content-Aware Scale

Puppet Warp

Free Transform Cirl+
Transform

Auto-Align Layers...

Define Custom Shape..

Purge

Adobe PO prsets. This step matters if you have

Presets

Remote Coectons.. | defined a special colour profile
Color Settings... Shift+Ctri+K .
for your printer.

FEIL M <R K

Assign Profile...
Convert to Profile...

Alt+Shift+Ctrl+K
Alt+Shift+Ctrl+M

Keyboard Shortcuts...
Menus...

Preferences
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Make sure it has the right
colour settings and bit depth.

PS File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter View Window Help = || X
f '-| Sample Size: [ Paint Sample :I Sample: [ All Layers =| | %] Sl‘[n_w Sarmpling Ring
© Resizi tif @ 21.6% (RGE/16%) *

Color Settings

» . For more information on color settings, search for
_!:J “setting up color management” in Help. This term is

searchable from any Creative Suite application. Add an adjustment

Setfings: Morth America General Purpose 2 i?‘ ki @ V
— Working Spaces OROD & E

RGB: SRGE IEC61966-2.1

CMYK: L1.5. Web Coated (SWOP) v2

| Praview

Gray: Dot Gain 20%

Spat: Dot Gain 20%

[ womal +] Opacy: [100%] - |
— Color Management Palicies — —Jiock @ A4 4 &l [1na%s] -

RGB: Preserve Embedded Profles wa
==

= Background &
CMYK: Preserve Embedded Profiles = | =

Gray: Preserve Embedded Profiles =

M a ke s u re 7 ‘. _7 Profile Mismatches: || Ask When Opening [ | Ask When Pasting

Missing Profiles: || Ask When Opening

it Says . Pt

North America General Purpose 2: General-purpose color settings
far screen and print in North America. Profile wamings are disabled.

“sRGB”




Make sure it has the right
colour settings and bit depth.

Ps Fie tor [N Layer Tyee Soect Fiter View Window elp
{ﬂ_‘;- - Mode ld Bitmap

Photography
> | Grayscale R
Adjustments 4
| Duotone

Auto Tone Shift+Ctri+L Indexed Calor...
S Auto Contrast Alt+Shift+Ctri+L |¥ RGB Color
&, Auto Color Shift+Ctri+B CMYK Color I m a g e I M Od e
£ . | LabColor
S Image Size... Alt+Crl+I )
b= i Multichannel

2 Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrd+C | Add an adjustment

f s Aotanbn v 8Bits/Channel T
& Crop 16 Bits/Channel SOB O
<, Trim.. 32 Bits/Channel S
L Reveal Al h BE=EXN

Colar

Make sure this is set to 8-bits.

Duplicate.. [pknd ¢ @® * 8 & F

Apply Image...

Calculations... g I Nommal :J opacity: [ 100%] - |
. . . Lock: [ o « Hil: [100%] - |

This matters if you are starting | @ e s

s with RAW images. If you are a
- " ~ beginner, 8-bits will be the
default setting.
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Reduce the image to the correct
size

Ps Fie Edit [Tmegel| Leyer Type Select Fiter View Window Help =@ x

Fill Screen ‘ Photography =
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Adjustments L4

Shift+Ctri+L
Alt+Shift+Ctri+L
Shift+Cirl+B

Auto Tone
Auto Contrast
Auto Color

Image / Image Size...
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Canvas Size... Alt+Ctri+C
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Reduce the image to the correct
size
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— Pixel Dimensions: 68.7M
| "
Width: Pixels -7 ]3
Height: 4000 Pixels -
Auto...

— Document Size:

Width: 50.8 Centimeters

Height: 33.87 Centimeters

Resolution: 300 Pixels/Inch

Scale Styles
Constrain Proportions
Resample Image:

*Bicubic Automatic

Make sure the
“constrain
proportions” box
is ticked.

Change the LARGEST value to
1600 and make sure the units
are set to “pixels”.

) %5 B B Tlel20170914Competitio.. | | esizingbxampleti.. | & Untitled - Paint




Reduce the image to the correct
size

Select hand tool and “fit screen”
to zoom in.




Saving the image

Ps [Fie] edit Image Layer Type Select Fiter View Window Help

FABACM Y

L e el

New...

Open...

Browse in Bridge...
Browse in Mini Bridge...
Open As...

Open as Smart Object..
Open Recent

Close

Close All

Close and Go to Bridge...
Save
Check In...
Save for Web...

Revert
Place...

Import
Export

Automate
Scripts

File Info...

Print...
Print One Copy

Exit
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Alt+Shift+Ctrl+P

Ctrl+Q
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File /| Save As...
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Saving the image

Save in: 8 20170914CompetitionRequirements » @2 Er

Neme Datetaken | Tags Size | Rating
| ClipArt = 20140516Paris5861,jpg
= 20140516Paris5868 jpg = 20150313Paris3020panVljpg
= 20150313Paris3020panV2jpg = 20150405Prestonpans3962blend.jpg
&= 201507305tFagans5951.jpg & 20160419Keukenhof0801jpg
& 20160419Keukenhof0820jpg = 20160419Keukenhofl446,jpg
= 20170427MCCTrophies.jpg = CGmpetitiDnScreenShotljpg
& CompetitionScreenShot2,jpg = ScreenshotColorSettingsljpg
= ScreenshotColorSettings2.jpg = ScreenshotCropljpg
m = ScreenshotlmageMode.jpg = ScreenshotlmageSizeljpg
&= ScreenshotlmageSize2 jpg = ScreenshotlmageSize3.jpg
& ScreenshotlmageSized jpg = ScreenshotlmageSize5.,jpg
= ScreenshotimageSize6.jpg & ScreenshotimageSize7.jpg
= ScreenshotlmageSize8.pg & ScreenshotlmageSize%.jpg

Steven Beard

Computer

File name: ResizingExample jpg

Format [rEGC. G2 JPE)

[V] asa copy || notes
[ alpha channels ["]spot calors

[rayers

|| use Proof Setup: Working CMYK
[#]1CC Profile: Adabe RGB (1998}

[ Thumbnail []Use Lower Case Extension

A\ File must be saved as a copy with this selection.




Saving the image

l=l®m| x

Photography 3

Ps Fle Edit Image Layer Type Select Filtr View Window Help

[ scroll All Windows | [ Actual Pixels ] [ Fit Screen ] [ Fill Screen ] [ Print Size ] ‘

>
® |
a:"]
? Add an adjustment
- ool X e 7 AV
None 1l mpanomom
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— Image Options
Qualty: Maximurm v

srmiall file large fle
e

[oknd ¢ @® * 8 & F

][ momal +] Gpacty: [100% ] - |
—— Format Options
(@) Baseline ("Standard") — ok B of e @ Bl 100% -
(") Baseline Optimized |e ‘u ok 4 &

(7 Progressive

= s::'j

Choose a high quality

which keeps the size

below 1MB (1000K).
10 usually works.

GHEIL S « CEAS I

% Untitled - Paint

® B "W Z0170914Competitio.. | [ Microsoft PowerPoin.. | [Ps] © ResizingExample.ti..




Hint: Processing Several DPIs At Once

* |n Adobe Bridge:
— Select the images you wish to process.
— Select “Tools/Photoshop/Image Processor”.
— Select JPEG output.
— Set JPEG image quality to about 10.

— Set image size to 1600 x 1200 (for landscape) or
1200 x 1600 (for portrait).

* |f you have a mixture of landscape and portrait images

you can set the maximum size to 1600 x 1600 and they
will be sized automatically.



PRINT COMPETITIONS



DPI vs Print Requirements

Digital Projected Images

Print Competitions

Up to 3 mounted prints

Must be accompanied by digital
versions (see left).
Mounted on mount board

— Minimum size: 40cm x 30cm

— Maximum size: 50cm x 40cm
Write member number and title
ONLY on the back.

— Some judges want the member
number covered up — write small.

Mounted prints must not damage
other member’s work.
— No sellotape or masking tape.

— Make sure there is no excess glue
around the edge of the print.



Print The smallest print size recommended. Must be visible from the back of the room.

30cm

40cm



Print

40cm

A larger mount looks better for an A4 print.

50cm




Print

40cm

The largest print size recommended.

50cm




Print

40c

A3 is allowed, but it looks cramped and will frustrate judges.

50cm




Image Resolution and Printing

Prints Digital Images
Megapixels Dimensions Size (Inches)
XGA 1024 x 768
2.0 1740 x 1160 4x6
3.0 2160 x 1440 5x 7 HD 720p 1280 x 720
4.0 2450 x 1633 8x10 Ad SXGA 1280 x 800
6.0 3000 x 2000 DR LZ DPIstandard 1600x1200 4
8.0 3504 x 2336 9x12
10.0 3872 x 2592 10x 15 I LB 100
12.0 4256 x 2832 11 x 17 A3 HD 1080p 1920 x 1080 Jedde
14.0 4608 x 3072 12 x 18 WUXGA 1920 x 1200
16.0 4928 x 3264 16 x 20
18.0 5184 x 3456 16x20 5, * = Competition standard 4:3
24.0 6016 x 4000 20x 24

** = Club projector
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Mounting Your Prints

This procedure will show you how to create
simple mounts. Some members use window
mounts, which can be very effective but are
harder to produce. Ask for more information.




How to Mount Your Images - 1

Print your image to the size you
want. Adjust the colour and
brightness of the image and print it
again until you are happy with it.

Lay out a piece of mount board
larger than the size you intend to
use.

EITHER: Spray the back of your priLV
using permanent Photo Mount glue

(the red can in the picture). Do not

use paper glue or repositionable

adhesive.

OR: Attach strips of permanent,
double-sided Mounting Tape to the

back of the your print. Do not use =l
Sellotape or masking tape




How to Mount Your Images - 2

Turn your print face up and carefully drop it into place in the middle of the
mount board. If you used glue, allow the glue to dry.

It doesn’t matter if the print isn’t exactly centred or square. This will be
corrected on the next slide.




How to Mount Your Images - 3

Place a ruler along each Loew?fé\fgo
edge of your print and 5 e
mark where it meets the &

edge of the board. Mark ’
the edges so there is an
equal-sized margin at the
top and sides of the print
and a slightly larger margin
at the bottom (I find 8cm
for top and sides and 9cm
for the bottom works well).

Using a mount cutter or
sharp knife and cutting
board, cut the mounting
board along the edges you
marked

Write your member
number and title on the
back.




Competition Hints

Look closely at your images.

— Ask someone else to look at your images.

Crop out unwanted distractions.

Make at least basic brightness/contrast corrections.
Try and enter the full 3 images per competition.

— Your marks are added up.
— But if you don’t have 3 images please still enter.

Don’t leave it until the last minute.
Enter lots of competitions and listen to all feedback.

— Become a better photographer.

Have fun © |



